
May 10, 2021
Dear Freshman Honors  English Student,

As your eighth grade year is quickly coming to a close I wanted to introduce myself and welcome you to high
school. Also, in accordance with the high school curriculum I must assign summer reading. No grumbling!
Consider it a right of passage!

As someone who truly loves to read I want to make this as enjoyable as possible and not cumbersome. My goal
as a teacher is to help all students enjoy reading in some way, shape, or form and to get my honors kids already
moving with ninth grade texts….so let’s get reading!

If you have any intentions of potentially taking honors you MUST complete the assigned summer
reading. Students that do not complete the requirements will not be admitted into Honors English 9.

All potential honors candidates must join the Summer Reading Google Classroom.
The code is: nwtstue

Honors: This is required!
If you have any anticipation of taking Honors English you MUST complete this option. Be forewarned, I hold
my students in Honors to high standards. This isn’t meant to scare you, but please understand that you will be
required to do additional reading, writing, discussions, etc. With taking Honors your goals should be to be
valedictorian or to graduate with honors, to be on the path to take the Advanced Placement (AP) test in order to
acquire college credit during your senior year, and/or you may be looking for an additional academic push
because you enjoy reading and writing. Please remember you are making this choice to take this advanced
course and will be held accountable.

Please read: House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros
This is a text commonly seen on the AP exam and it is present in our textbook. You can also read the text here:

https://4.files.edl.io/1714/03/25/19/023159-0e9c37e9-4122-43b2-a921-a28b42d4c71d.pdf

Before Reading:
1. Complete the online journal response in Google Classroom by Friday August 6, 2021 at 11:59 pm

After Reading:
1. Focusing specifically on “My Name,”  create a mind map that focuses on your name. It should be

colorful and organized. It should be at least on at least an 8x11 piece of computer paper. It should look at
first, middle, and last name. It can also look at nicknames and what your name makes you think of. Look
at “My Name” and analyze what Esperanza thinks of her name. Use similar attributes in your mind map.
Please see rubric for additional requirements. You can also look at my mind map available in Google
Classroom. Due: Wednesday September 8, 2021

2. Using your mind, create a vignette similar to Esperanza about your name. The directions and the rubric
are attached. My vignette is in Google Classroom, feel free to check it out.  Please turn in to Google
Classroom by Due: Monday September 6, 2021 by 11:59 pm

https://4.files.edl.io/1714/03/25/19/023159-0e9c37e9-4122-43b2-a921-a28b42d4c71d.pdf


3. Quiz on House on Mango Street Friday September 10, 2021. We will discuss this the first few days of
school!

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me via email throughout the summer. I am looking
forward to meeting you and working with you in the fall.

Enjoy sleeping in, sunshine, extensive video game action...and of course reading!

Mrs. Kelly Johnston
Honors and College English 9

AP English 12
College Credit Plus: English 2618 American Literature and Diversity

kjohnston@springfieldlocal.us

Directions for Name Analysis Vignette
Using Sandra Cisnero’s “My Name” from House on Mango Street, mimic her style to create your own vignette
regarding your name. Paragraphs do not need to be long BUT they should be full of interesting wording and
details. Vignettes tend to be vague leaving a lot to the reader’s imagination; however, they still must paint
images with poetic wording.

Paragraph #1: Consider your name in language, emotions, numbers, colors, and sound. There is no right or
wrong way to do this. This is the feeling it creates for you. You may want to research your name’s etymology to
help with the language section.

Paragraph #2-#4: Tell a story regarding your name. Look at how Cisnero sets up this passage to name a mini
story that reflects herself. I should see a reflection of you in this piece.

Paragraph #5: How do you think others feel about your name? Do you have any nicknames? Do they connect
to your name?

Paragraph #6: Changing your name and why? If you could pick any variation of your name what would it be?
Why did you pick this? How does this develop you as a “character” or a person?

Additional Help:
Explicit: What is right there in the text. No need to read any further into what it already says.
Inferential: What is discovered through evidence and reasoning. This will help further develop your readers'
interpretation.

Command of Narrative Storyline...what makes a good story?
-Setting?
-Images?
-Characters that are relatable?

mailto:kjohnston@springfieldlocal.us


Character Development..how does the character change or grow?
-Round: A lot is known
-Flat: Little is known but they still have a purpose
-Static: They undergo no change
-Dynamic: They undergo a major change

Mechanics:
No SLANG
I is capitalized
Using full sentences and correct capitalization and punctuation
Header is set up correctly

General Rubric:

________/5 Paragraph #1
________/5 Paragraph #2
________/5 Paragraph #3
________/5 Paragraph #4
________/5 Paragraph #5
________/5 Paragraph #6
________/5 Characterization
________/5 Spelling and grammar
________/10 Mindmap

Mind Map and Vignette Rubric

“My Name” Vignette Rubric

5 4 3 2 1 0

Paragraph #1

Does an
outstanding job of
including ALL of
the follow:
-language
-emotion
-number
-color
-sounds

Does an excellent
job of including
MOST of the
follow:
-language
-emotion
-number
-color
-sounds

Does an average
job of including
MOST of the
follow:
-language
-emotion
-number
-color
-sounds

Does an weak job
of including the
follow:
-language
-emotion
-number
-color
-sounds
OR
Is missing pieces
that impact the
understanding of
the vignette

Is missing
significant
pieces that
impact the
understanding
of the
vignette.

No Effort
Shown.

Paragraph #2-4

x3

Tells a pertinent
and relevant story
about their name.
The story is three
strong paragraphs
that shows
cohesiveness and
progresses with a
beginning, middle,
and end.
OR

Tells a pertinent
and somewhat
relevant story about
their name. The
story is three good
paragraphs that
shows cohesiveness
and progresses with
a beginning,
middle, and end.
OR

Tells a somewhat
relevant story
about their name.
The story is three
average
paragraphs that
shows some
cohesiveness, but
may struggle
slightly with
progression.
OR

A story is told but
it doesn’t seem
like it fits the
name.
OR
Paragraphs are
missing.
OR
The story is three
different stories
but no

A story is
told but
doesn't fit the
name.
OR
The story is
very hard to
follow.
OR
Paragraphs
are missing.
OR

No Effort
Shown.



The story is three
different and
interesting  stories
that come together
with a strong
culminating piece.

The story is three
different stories
that come together
with a culminating
piece.

The story is three
different stories
that come almost
together with a
culminating piece.

culminating piece
is achieved.

The story is
less than
three different
stories but no
culminating
piece is
achieved.

Paragraph #5 Discusses cleverly
and thoroughly
how others feels
about their names
including:
-Nicknames
-Siblings
names/Family
names
-Their connection
to their name

Discusses well how
others feels about
their names
including:
-Nicknames
-Siblings
names/Family
names
-Their connection
to their name

Discusses well but
not completely
thoroughly on
how others feels
about their names
including:
-Nicknames
-Siblings
names/Family
names
-Their connection
to their name
OR
They are missing
one of the pieces
listed above but
everything else is
clever and
thorough.

One piece is
missing which
leaves the reader
questioning some
aspect of this
paragraph which
impacts the
understanding of
the overall
vignette.

Multiple
pieces are
missing
which leaves
the reader
questioning
aspects of this
paragraph
which
impacts the
understanding
of the overall
vignette.

No Effort
Shown.

Paragraph #6 Student creates a
strong claim as to
why they would
change or keep
their name which
gives the reader a
full understanding
of how this
develops them as a
character.

Student creates a
strong claim as to
why they would
change or keep
their name which
gives the reader a
good understanding
of how this
develops them as a
character.

Student creates a
decent claim as to
why they would
change or keep
their name which
gives the reader a
general
understanding of
how this develops

Student creates a
weak claim as to
why they would
change or keep
their name which
gives the reader a
general
understanding of
how this develops

Student
creates a
weak claim as
to why they
would
change or
keep their
name but
does not give
the reader a
general
understanding
of how this
develops

No Effort
Shown.

Characterization Student creates a
character that is
round and dynamic.
The character is
thoroughly based
off of their name
and creates a
holistic picture of
the student.

Student creates a
character that is
mostly round and
dynamic. The
character is based
off of their name
and creates a nearly
holistic picture of
the student.

Student creates a
character that is
mostly round and
dynamic. The
character is based
off of their name
and creates a
nearly holistic
picture of the
student.

Student creates a
round OR
dynamic
character (but not
both). The
character is
somewhat based
off of their name.

Student
creates a
round OR
dynamic
character (but
not both).
The character
is barely
based on their
name.

No Effort
Shown.

Mechanics
and Style

Few, if any spelling
errors. Sentences
are complex, and
have a sense of
creativity and
unique word
choices to impact
the reader.

Some spelling
errors. Sentences
are complex, and
have a sense of
creativity and
unique word
choices to impact
the reader.

Some spelling
errors. Sentences
are complex, and
have a sense of
creativity but
weak unique word
choices to impact
the reader.

Some spelling
errors. Sentences
are complex, and
have a weak
sense of creativity
and unique word
choices to impact
the reader.

Many
spelling
errors that
affect the
readability.
There is no
sense of
creativity or
unique word
choices to
impact the
reader.

No Effort
is Shown.



Mind Map for Name Rubric

5 4 3 2 1 0

Content
of Mind

Map

Contains at least
10 branches from
centralized middle
name point OR
from another
branch. Each idea
shows critical
thinking and
development.

Contains at least 8
branches from
centralized middle
name point OR
from another
branch. Each idea
shows critical
thinking and
development.

Contains at least 7
branches from
centralized middle
name point OR
from another
branch. Each idea
shows critical
thinking and
development.

Contains at least 6
branches from
centralized middle
name point OR
from another
branch. Each idea
shows critical
thinking and
development.

OR
Critical thinking is
weak

Contains at least 5
branches from
centralized middle
name point OR
from another
branch. Each idea
shows critical
thinking and
development.

OR
Critical thinking is
weak

Contains less
than 4 branches
from either
centralized
middle name
point OR from
another branch.
Each idea is
weak and
shows little
effort.

Neatness

Shows impeccable
neatness through
legibility, design
and color.

Shows impressive
neatness through
legibility, design,
and color

Shows average
neatness but still
contains legibility,
design, and color.

Shows average
neatness but lacks
legibility, design,
or color.

Shows some
neatness but lacks
both legibility and
color.

No Effort
Shown.

Vignette    ___________/40

Mind Map ___________/10

Total ___________/50


